
    

Delight Yourself in the Lord…, Psalm 37:4, Pt. VII 
  
  
     Apart from her unquestionably open boldness, the woman in Lk 7:36-50 also demonstrated the critical 
virtue of gratitude.  This most valuable asset is fast disappearing from all aspects of life.  In former days 
“Thank you” or “Thank you very much” were normal, unsurprising and frequent expressions uttered in 
response to someone who had performed a good deed for us or on our behalf.  Today however, as 
American society thinks further into the quagmire of post-barbarian crudeness and viciousness, such 
tokens of Thanksgiving are noticeably absent.  For example, drivers rarely wave their hands or flicker their 
lights to acknowledge one who has graciously yielded them the right of way.  We are a society of fallen 
creatures who are infected by an attitude of expectation and by a psychology of entitlement – society owes 
me!  I deserve to be rewarded!  After all, continues this rampant narcissism, I’m essentially a good person 
and I don’t have to endure any hardships or pressures from anyone.  
 
     The unnamed lady who is the subject of our discussion thinks and demonstrates otherwise.  Her saving 
encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ enabled her to understand her sin as an overwhelming burden that 
cruelly oppressed her and as a devastating debt that she was unable to pay.  When Jesus forgave her sins 
she began to realize that she was the undeserving recipient of his immeasurable blessings as well as the of 
his abundant mercies.  Her actions are a vibrant, visual demonstration of the believer’s response to God’s 
mercies in salvation: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living [or rational] sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  Rom 12:1-2.   
 
     In the first eleven chapters of this letter, the apostle Paul outlines the grace of God in saving his 
covenant people from sin by rescuing them from his just wrath and condemnation.  After his thorough 
explanation of God’s abundant saving mercies through the Person and work of Jesus Christ, the question 
that confronts us is how are we to live in the light of what God has graciously done for us in Christ Jesus?  
How should we respond to God’s loving and sovereign initiative towards us who were once dead in our 
trespasses and sins.  In other words, since we have been saved through Christ, how should we respond?   
After all, were we not sinners when Christ died for us? Rom 5:8.  Were we not formerly enemies of God?  
Rom 5:10.  Further, at the time of our salvation were we not dead in our trespasses and sins which were 
the pattern of our lives as we followed the course of this fallen world under the control of the devil and 
abiding under the just wrath of God along with the rest of fallen mankind?  Eph 2:1-3.  Even further, in spite 
of these indisputable justifiable charges by God against us, did not “God, being rich in mercy, because of 
the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ-- …. and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus”?  vv. 4-7.  What is the resounding summary of God’s abounding grace to undeserving 
wretches like us?   “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  vv. 8-9. 
 
     For God’s abounding mercies to us in Christ we are to live lives of gratitude.  Those whom God has 
transformed from death to life should offer their bodies to him as instruments of righteousness, Rom 6:13.  
Those whom God has freely justified by his grace alone are to present their bodies as living sacrifices to 
God, 12:1.  This latter statement appears to be a self-contradictory statement because sacrifices are dead 
and we are alive!  The resolution is easily found in the understanding that as living persons, we are both 



dead and alive.  For, because of our union with Christ,  “..  If we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him.  We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him.  For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
lives to God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 6:8-11. 
 
     Gratitude or thanksgiving is the general disposition, the prevailing attitude and a primary motive 
of the Christian life.  While it is true that the Christian life and conduct may be accurately expressed from 
other perspectives, for example, because God the Father has forgiven us in Christ, we are also to forgive 
others, Mt 6:12; Eph 4:32; Col 3:13; because we have been saved and sanctified by a holy God, we must 
also live holy lives, 1 Pe 1:14-16; Heb 12:14; Mt 5:48; because God has been patient with us, so we must 
also be patient with the sins of others while we patiently await the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Jas 5:7-11; and so on, gratitude to God for his work in creation and, especially in redemption, is the 
believer’s most fundamental and most salient distinctive.  In the adorable words of Andraé  Crouch: 
 
     How can I say thanks for the things You have done for me? 
Things so undeserved yet you gave To prove your love for me 
The voices of a million angels Could not express my gratitude 
All that I am, and ever hope to be I owe it all to thee 
 
Refrain: To God be the glory, to God be the glory 
To God be the glory for the things he has done 
With his blood he has saved me 
With his power he has raised me 
To God be the glory for the things he has done.   
(“My Tribute.”  Source: http://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/a/andrae_crouch/my_tribute.html, accessed April 16, 2016) 
 
 
Amen!  
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